The previously unknown male of Steatoda ephippiata (Thorell, 1875) is described from recently collected material in Tunisia. Some new distribution records for the species are added and all known records are mapped.
The members of the genus Steatoda are medium-sized to large spiders, represented in West and Central Europe by five well-known species (PLATNICK 2010) . In the Mediterranean region, several less known species occur, some of which both sexes are known, some with only one sex known and even some undescribed species are to be expected. LEVY & AMITAI (1982) 
Diagnosis
Males are separated from all other Steatoda species by the large straight bifid theridiid tegular apophysis and the short straight embolus (figs 2-3). Females are distinguished by a transverse structure of the epigyne with lateral arched rims and an upward protruding median bulge. Males and females can also be separated from all other Steatoda species by the pattern of black spots on the white dorsal side of the opisthosoma ( fig. 1 ).
Material examined (see also fig. 4 
Distribution
The species is known from Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt and Israel (fig. 4) .
Ecology
The few specimens collected were found in arid and semi-arid zones under stones. The single male was captured in March, females in March and April and in Israel also in September (LEVY & AMITAI 1982) .
